Hawaii Chapter

2016 Excellence in Journalism Awards

The Louisville Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists judged the contest. Honolulu Star-Advertiser Betty Shimabukuro and Mike Rovner judged the Magazine Overall Page Design category.
ALL MEDIA

A101 Column Writing or Blog/News


First Place: “Honolulu Civil Beat Reader Rep” Brett Oppegaard. University of Hawaii. Judge’s Comment: "There's no better time than now for a smart, critical look at journalism and the news media. Brett Oppegaard provides that. He is authoritative, and his writing is sharp. And I loved this: ‘I understand that a lot of people do not like journalism (and criticize it mercilessly) because it peddles in truths, and truth often makes all sorts of people uncomfortable, especially those with power.’”
Finalist: “Ian Lind” Ian Lind. Honolulu Civil Beat.
Judge’s Comment: “Ian Lind shines as an advocate for open government.”

Finalist: “Neal Milner” Neal Milner. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “Knowledgeable and fair commentary on the state's politics.”


Category Comment: “This was a competitive category. There's plenty of evidence here that watchdog journalism and strong commentary are alive and well in Hawaii. The readers are fortunate to have these journalists working for them. 

A102 Column Writing or Blog/Features or Sports

First Place: "Afterthoughts" Michael Keany. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "A nice variety of serious, thoughtful and funny, these columns are succinct and well-written.”
Finalist: “Honolulu Civil Beat Reader Rep” Brett Oppegaard. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “The strong opinions are backed up by research and good writing.”


Finalist: “Sharing Mana‘o” Kathy Collins. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: “Very conversational columns.”

A103 Government Reporting


First Place: “Done deal” Nancy Cook Lauer. West Hawaii Today. Judge’s Comment: “Excellent reporting in uncovering this and writing in a compelling way.”


Finalist: “How Hawaii Companies Pay To Party It Up With Public Officials” Chad Blair, John Hill. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “Great lede that draws you into the story and facts keep you going.”



Finalist: “Falling Apart: Politics At Play With UH Maintenance Backlog” Courtney Teague. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “Well-told story that makes a complex subject easy to understand.”


A104 Breaking News Reporting


First Place: “Iao Flooding” Colleen Uechi, Melissa Tanji. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: "Tremendous effort to slosh through a flood pays off with great color and interviews from victims. Poignant, arresting photos tie it all together.”

Finalist: “Foodland Stabbing” Chris Sugidono, Colleen Uechi. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: “The witnesses to sudden violent stabbing provide fascinating details in this crime story. Scene photos have great immediacy and impact.”
Finalist: “INDICTED” Tom Callis, John Burnett. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: “Sudden indictment of mayor ultimately ends in his acquittal after he is charged with using city credit to visit strip clubs. Great background in this three-part submission.”

Category Comments: "Some very strong entries, but with breaking news, the impact of the many flood victims wins out over the random crime and shady politician."

A105 Health Reporting


First Place: “The Big Shift, September 2016” Don Wallace. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "Big picture piece on the business side of healthcare. Worth the time commitment to read. Writing is clear, which is essential in explaining a complex topic such as this.”
Finalist: “Concussion Conundrum” Ivy Ashe. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: “Great consumer-friendly story probably read by every parent who picked the paper to read each part of this well-handled series. Each segment of the series built upon those before it. Well-rounded package. Kudos to the writers and others who contributed.”

A106 Science Reporting


First Place: “Shannon Wianecki” Shannon Wianecki. Judge’s Comment: "Shannon Wianecki's charming wildlife portraits combine lore and science to highlight Hawaii's environmental riches and its ecological challenges. A pleasure to read. Now, Shannon, how about a book? "

Finalist: “How Cat Poop Is Killing Endangered Monk Seals” Nathan Eagle. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "A well-paced, focused investigation into a problem with no easy answers. The author never oversimplified in this thorough reporting effort. "


Finalist: “Where the River Meets the Sea, The Far Atolls” Sarah Rose, Kenneth R. Weiss. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: “Beautiful and lively stories complemented by vivid photography. Lovely work.”


Category Comments: “This was a difficult decision. Several entries in the science category brought a combination of great reporting and writing to interesting and important stories.”  

A107 Data Journalism Story or Series

First Place: “State monitors fecal bacteria at the beach” Nancy Cook Lauer. West Hawaii Today. Judge’s Comment: "Nancy took a data set over time and made it an easy and relevant read for Hawaii beachgoers while also giving the subject a wider context by discussing the decline in testing and the fallout from bacteria scares elsewhere in the country. The presentation really helped; A photo showing a mom and baby next to a chart of the beach bacteria levels. And it was written in a nice narrative style that made people relate to the topic. The fact that there's been a five-fold increase seemed, at least on the face of it, kind of shocking. Right then, I wanted an expert to tell me why that was, what it meant and how significant of a finding it was on public health. "
Finalist: “Passing The Buck: When Hawaii Politicians Give To Each Other” Nathan Eagle. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "Nathan did a comprehensive and detailed job of describing how politicians were using this loophole to fund each other's campaigns. The Legislature's action here is to address candidates' abuse of a loophole by allowing them to bypass the loophole? Amazing. I thought this was a good example of campaign finance accountability reporting. There were points where I felt like it was hard to keep track of who donated to whom in the text and I think much, if not all, of that could have been reserved for a more user-friendly graphic. Some of the opposition to the practice (loophole or not) could have been higher up in the story. Lastly, the story quotes often about how something like this can lead to ""vote buying,"" but I didn't see any examples of where that had actually happened - or even specific allegations. That was a needed component." 
Category Comments: "I awarded a first and second place but not a third. The other two entries didn't really tell me a story, per se. I think you can tell a story with charts and graphics, so it's not as though I tossed them out because they weren't in a traditional format. It was just that the way the data were organized and presented, it seemed as though a bunch of material was being thrown out and there weren't a lot of connections beings made, at least not to the point where I felt the graphics were leading to a single narrative. "

A108 Sports Reporting

First Place: “Women Who Conquer the Kaiwi” Matthew Dekneef, Christine Hitt. HAWAI'I Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “This compelling story of courage is well told from start to finish. Multiple voices are utilized to detail the first women's race across the Kaiwi Channel and its enduring legacy.”
Finalist: “Against the Wind” Sonny Ganaden, Jonathan Canlas, John Hook. Nella Media Group. Judge’s Comment: “Football's importance along the North Shore is powerfully detailed in this well-written piece.”

Finalist: “Uncle Clyde's Last Ride” Kamal Kapadia. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: The writer powerfully brings the reader along for Clyde Aikau's final ride and uncovers the motivation behind it.
A109 Arts/Entertainment Writing


First Place: “From a Hill on Molokai” Shannon Wianecki. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: "A great example of art as an integral part of culture. In telling the story of a dance festival, the reader learned a lot about Hawaiian history and culture, all told in vivid detail. Wianecki says she wished she attended the festival every year. I would like to get to it once after reading what a deep dive into Hawaii it is. Great storytelling."


Finalist: “Kamaka Looks Forward, November 2016” James Charisma. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comments: “Terrific story putting the ukulele squarely in the pop culture resurgence it is experiencing while taking us to its authentic roots. This is the product of a writer with broad knowledge bringing it to a specific subject, and in entertaining fashion.”


Finalist: “Sharing a Soul” Martha Cheng, John Hook.
Nella Media Group. Judge’s Comments: "What a beautiful story. There are so many gorgeous lines, both from the writer and subject, peppered in here. ""They were supposed to grow old together."" I love the writer's awareness and economy in this story about a bond most of us can only imagine."


Category Comments: "When I was told I was getting to judge the Hawai'i entries, I was really curious what I would get. It turned out, I got everything from marvelous features that made Hawai'i culture incredibly real to me and marvelously human stories, like the twins, that made me think of my own mother, a twin from North Carolina. There is terrific arts journalism going on in Hawai'i, and I am glad I got a taste of it."

A110
Editorial Opinion


First Place: “The Only Cure For Our Police Blues? Put The Chief On Permanent Leave” The Civil Beat Editorial Board. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "These editorials shine a light on issues of public concern, particularly a law enforcement system in need of major change. The best in the entry left no doubt where the editorial board stood."
Category Comments: "A note on the process, not the entries: Editorial opinion writing is about more than the writing and thinking. It's about making a difference. To the extent the contest platform allows it, judges would benefit from knowing what changed because you wrote the editorial or column – whether that's a change in public policy or readers saying your words let them see a topic in a new light."

A111
Editorial Cartoon/Illustration
First Place: “Cats vs. Birds ... and Everyone Else, October 2016” Michael Byers. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "The illustration immediately communicates what the story is, with humor and lots of satisfying attention to detail. "


Finalist: “(Over) Time Is Money” Bethany Bickley. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: "Subtle, which makes it all the more effective. "

Finalist: “How Hawaii Charmed Mark Twain, April 2016" AJ Frena. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “Evocative use of contrast and blending of color/grayscale to tell a little-known story.”
A112
Informational Graphic

First Place: “Who We Are” Warren Daubert. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “Everything about this piece is well done. The imagery, the monotone photos, the charts, graphics and illustrations are clean and well placed. Excellent job!”

Finalist: “BOSS Survey” Janelle Kalawe-Ching. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: "Charts, graphics and typography are great in this piece. Draws the reader in and makes them want to know all about this survey."


Finalist: “Shark!--How a Tiger Feeds, February 2016” Kelsey Ige. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “The shark illustration that starts the piece is a fantastic visual as well as the nuggets of information and graphics sprinkled throughout the long-form story.” 
A113
News Photography/Videography

First Place: “In the shadows of Hilo” Hollyn Johnson. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: “Images show an approach to preserving the dignity of the subjects and compassion of the work done by state agencies.”
Finalist: “The shoe” Laura Ruminski. West Hawaii Today. Judge’s Comment: "Accident reports and photograph are always tricky, especially when they involve minors. Poignant images of the accident that reveal the tragedy and produce sympathy without being overtly graphic."

Finalist: “Peeling away” Hollyn Johnson. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: “Expert capture of Mr. Ha's perceived anxiety over closing his banana operation in conjunction with a nicely composed image of the worker draws the reader in.”

Category Comments: "There were many excellent entries in this competition and as I judged, it my selections came down to which photographs captured the perceived feelings of those affected by the stories. Hollyn Johnson's images of the homeless count outreach effort show great empathy and preserve the dignity of those photographed. In similar fashion, images of the accident by Laura Ruminski capture the tragedy without being graphic or tantalizing. Again, Hollyn Johnson's images – with finalist prize -- gave insight to the loss felt by Mr. Ha upon the closing of his banana operation."

A114
Feature Photography/Videography
First Place: “Bittersweet Harvest” Dana Edmunds, Matt Mallams. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: "Excellent investment of time and talent to weave a thorough story. Very well done.”
Finalist: “The Time Keeper” Kelli Gratz, Franco Salmoiraghi, John Hook. Nella Media Group. Judge’s Comment: “Fantastic chronicling of Hawai'i over the years and beautifully presented.”

Finalist: “The Farthest Shore” Monte Costa, Matt Mallams. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: “Very strong photography and storytelling that lured me in the more I looked at it.”


Category Comments: "What an incredibly strong category! I am seriously impressed with the content, talent and presentation of the entries. WOW!"

A115
Sports Photography/Videography

First Place: “Native Intelligence - Apnea Extreme” Logan Mock-Bunting, Matt Mallams. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comments: "Dive images have become more commonplace with the advent of mass market underwater cameras. Still, that is no substitute for compelling story telling as is found in the cover image (and other image) in this folio. Well done."
Finalist: “Rugged Bull” Matthew Thayer. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: "Great action and reaction in this image. The rider's face, the bull's determination, and the equal determination of the cowboy rushing in to intervene, capture the essence of the moment."

Finalist: “Hawaii prep” Rick Winters. West Hawaii Today. Judge’s Comment: "Nicely framed, timed and evocative swimming image. Always a difficult sport to find a compelling vantage point and view, but Winters has captured it well."

Category Comments: "There was so much good sports photography among the entries that it was extremely difficult to narrow down the entries into a single winner. In the end, Logan Mock-Bunting's free diving story cover photo captured my attention and added insight to the article. Compelling images of bull riding by Matthew Thayer and swimming by Rick Winters rounded out the winners. If I could have awarded an ‘honorable mention’ prize it would have gone to Jonathan Suyat for his ‘Day in the Life’ video story on coach Nick Rolovich's training camp. Excellent work by all!"

A116
Photo/Video Essay
First Place: “End of Sugar” Matthew Thayer. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: “The depth to which this story was documented is incredible. Excellent photography and a clear vision of how this impacts the local community cannot be overlooked. Outstanding.”
Finalist: “Model Citizens, November 2016" Tommy Shih. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "Fun, aesthetic, and perfectly photographed makes this a solid entry."

Finalist: “Marine Funeral” Cory Lum. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “Incredibly moving event beautifully and compassionately documented.”
Category Comments: “Excellent category! The time investment in all the entries and the skill in which they were shot made this one very difficult. I applaud all of you... excellent work!!”
A117
Headlines
First Place: “All Work and No Job; Hawaii: Headquarters of the Future; Budding Industry; Hottest Job in Town; He Doesn't Draw a Gun But He Helps Catch Crooks” Staff. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “Catchy wording and top-notch layout win this category. All work and no job is especially noteworthy.”

Finalist: “HONOLULU Magazine – 2016” Staff. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: The clever wording of these headlines grabs the attention and the layout and imagery make it even more compelling.” 

Finalist: “The Defeat of Agony, Banana Sleds & Body Paint, Bittersweet Harvest, Uncle Clyde's Last Ride, Root Beer, Lobster Claw & Sexy Coca" Hana Hou! Editors. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: “Absolutely fascinating photos and intriguing headlines entice the reader to dive in.”

A118
Best Reporting Using Social Media
First Place: “Disney Pulls Costume After People Angered Over Brownface” Michelle Broder Van Dyke. BuzzFeed.


A119
Best Explanatory Journalism

First Place: “How to Build a High-end High-rise” Dennis Hollier. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: "In a category filled with great entries, this one stood out to me for its originality, tone and combination of words, images and design. I also thought it best met the description of the category. Great work."

Finalist: “Pacific Outpost” Anita Hofschneider, Cory Lum, Dan Lin. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “Very well-done series about how political decisions can vastly affect these small islands.”
Finalist: “Living Paycheck to Paycheck” LiAnne Yu. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “Nice and varied look at what living below the poverty line really means.”
A120
Special Section

First Place: “Visiting Pearl Harbor 75 Years Later” Christine Hitt, Matthew Dekneef, Cody Kawamoto. HAWAI'I Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “Great photos, graphics and design. Nice job.”
Finalist: “Celebrate Hula” Staff. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comments: “Takes an event and tells me everything I want to know and puts it in context with a strong design.” 

Finalist: “40 Under 40 — A Pacific Business News Production” Staff. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: “Easy to read. Great design. Really liked the questions at the bottom of each profile.”

Category Comments: "This category had very strong entries and was a close call. Those who used graphics and alternative story formats providing variety, with great visuals, had the edge that made them stand out as sections that were special."

A121
Investigative Reporting

First Place: “Hawaii School Aide Said He Saw Abuse Then He Got Fired” John Hill. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “Reporter John Hill wrote two pieces submitted in this category that uncovered allegations of education aides getting fired for reporting abuses of students that they witnessed. This is good old-fashioned shoe leather reporting at its best. But what made this entry stand out is the narrative writing. I found myself wanting to read to the end to find out what happened to these aides. So much so that I searched for more stories online after I finished reading them. Very well done.”
Finalist: “Does Colbert Matsumoto Have A Conflict Of Interest With Rail?” Nick Grube. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "Reporter Nick Grube untangled a complicated web of political players, financial interests and potential conflicts of interest with regard to businessman Colbert Matsumoto. He laid out precisely the kind of information I'd want to know if I were a taxpayer in Honolulu. Nicely reported and structured."
A122
Best Independent Journalist (not supported by an organization)
First Place: “Shannon Wianecki” Shannon Wianecki. Shannon Wianecki. Judge’s Comment: “Lively writing. Good eye for detail and a quote which adds value to the story. Nice body of work.”
A123
Public Service Reporting

First Place: “Dying For Vacation” Marina Riker, Nathan Eagle, Anthony Quintano, Cory Lum. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment:
"Excellent, in-depth reporting, strong writing and good use of narrative ledes complemented with sidebars, graphics and sharp photography and design. This series is truly a public service package. It illuminates serious hazards that are not evident to many visitors. This is the kind of journalism that ought to spur public officials to act. The series is a fine example of journalism rising to its greatest purpose." 
Finalist: “Hawaii Behind Bars” Rui Kaneya. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: “Corrections reform ought to have the attention of every American who cares about fairness and the health of our democracy. This series proves it. Great work.”
Finalist: “We have to maintain our vigilance” Colin Stewart. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: "Good, ongoing coverage of a public health issue.”

Category Comments: “ ‘Dying for Vacation’ and ‘Hawaii Behind Bars’ are worthy of a chapter in a college textbook for public service journalism.”
D101
Spot News Reporting

First Place: “HC&S Closing” Brian Perry, Melissa Tanji, Chris Sugidono. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: "An excellent package that provided thorough context, great stories of the people impacted and a look at what comes next. Great reporting throughout." 
Finalist: “Iao Flooding” Melissa Tanji, Colleen Uechi. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: “Details from folks in the flood made this story come alive. Entire package provided a good look at the widespread impact of a flood.”
Finalist: “Kenoi acquitted” Tom Callis. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: “Great analysis on short notice. Provided plenty of background while capturing the immediate impact of the acquittal.”

Category Comments: “Strong competitors in this category. It's clear that these journalists have a strong grasp of what's going on in their communities. Keep up the fantastic work.”
D102
General News/Enterprise Reporting

First Place: “End of Cane” Colleen Uechi, Lila Fujimoto, Melissa Tanji. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: "Excellent, comprehensive coverage of the closing of the last sugar mill in Maui. The range and depth of the stories is impressive. Each account is well written and filled with interesting and important details. " 

Finalist: “Capobianco Trial” Lila Fujimoto, Chris Sugidono, Melissa Tanji. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: "Compelling coverage of a long murder trial that involved dozens of witnesses, extensive jury deliberations and an extraordinary amount of information. The articles were clear and easy to read despite the amount of information the writers had to convey. " 
Finalist: “Fired cop accused of sex assault” John Burnett. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: “The extra reporting on this sexual assault case adds essential information that helps readers understand how this assault should have been prevented.”
D103
Feature Writing/Short Form

First Place: “Pearl Harbor 75th” Colleen Uechi. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: “Nice quotes and clear writing in this piece about the 75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor.”


Finalist: “Tournahauler” Matthew Thayer. Maui News. Judge’s Comment: “First person account of driving some seriously massive machinery. Love the description of the experience as like being in a phone booth on the roof of a house. And the bouncing seat. Very descriptive.”

D104
Feature Writing/Long Form

First Place: “NEW GENERATION” Ivy Ashe.
Hawaii Tribune-Herald


Finalist: “The rise of Tulsi” Max Dible. West Hawaii Today

Finalist: “The King and I” John Burnett. Hawaii Tribune-Herald
D105
Feature Page Design
First Place: “New Thrills” Nathan Christophel. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: “This page has a ton of energy and makes the reader want to jump in and read the story!”

Finalist: “Feeling Blue?” Nathan Christophel. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment:
“This page is clean and well designed.”


Finalist: “Entertainment scene” Jeff Carter. West Hawaii Today.
I101
Online News Reporting

First Place: “The Brutal Reality Of Owning A Condo In Hawaii” Anita Hofschneider. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "When I began reading the story, questions kept popping into my head. By the end, all of my questions were answered--and then some. Thorough reporting full of facts, context and anecdotes from the residents at the heart of the issue. Great story."

Finalist: “Cops Who Quit: Resignations Hide Police Misconduct in Hawaii” Nick Grube. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "Crisp, concise writing on a topic that is so important."

Finalist: “Feds Say Hawaii Is Not Equipped To Deal With A Zika Outbreak” Jessica Terrell. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment:
“Good explainer on a public health issue. The author avoids getting into scare tactics and instead provides well-sourced article full of context and experts. Great work.”


I102
Online Feature Reporting
First Place: “Living Hawaii: The Pipe Dream Of Teaching In Paradise Goes Global” Jessica Terrell, Eric Pape Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "By far the strongest entry in this category. The pair of stories were compelling and complemented each other well. What at first seems like a ‘oh that's silly’ news story about a viral rumor regarding a dream job in Hawaii turns into a serious look into a struggling education system and real-life teachers who are barely keeping their head above water. A memorable piece. Well done." 

Finalist: “Kamaka Looks Forward, November 2016” Diane Lee, James Charisma, Aaron Yoshino. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “A fun look back into history and pop culture.”
Finalist: "Aloha, Standing Rock: Islanders Brave Cold, Snow In Solidarity" Nick Grube. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment:
“Vivid descriptions bring these stories to life and keep the reader engaged.”
I103
Best Multimedia Presentation

First Place: “Fight or Flight” Sonny Ganaden, John Hook. Nella Media Group. Judge’s Comment: "This story pulls the reader in from the first moment it loads in a browser, using immersive photography and design, descriptive writing, and audio to set the tone and pace for the story. Multimedia elements are added in logical places in the story to add to the narrative. I was especially impressed with the quality of the video. This is indeed what a multimedia story should look, sound, and feel like. Great work. " 

Finalist: “This Kalihi Bike Shop Is Helping Kids Learn Valuable Lessons” Natanya Friedheim. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "This story nicely combines text, photos, and video together to create a compelling story that appeals to readers through multiple media. It shows how one story can be told in a variety of formats. However, the text doesn't focus on the people as early as the other elements do, and I feel that the lack of a personal story or narrative early in the story (like in the lead) wouldn't pull in readers as much as an anecdotal lead would. "

Finalist: “Remember Pearl Harbor, December 2016" Robbie Dingeman, Diane Lee, Enjy El-Kadi. Honolulu Magazine. 
Category Comments: "Overall, this is a compelling (and at some points overwhelming) set of stories told through different media, from text, to photos, to video. However, there is no clear hierarchy to the coverage, and the page seems to be a directory of related content rather than something that creates a particular connected narrative about the anniversary coverage. Even adding a small bit of text to introduce the coverage and the array of different stories would have made this stronger." 

I104
Best Overall News Site
First Place: “CivilBeat.org” Staff. Honolulu Civil Beat. Judge’s Comment: "This site exemplifies the best of online local news: The design is attractive and reader-friendly, it offers a good mix of news and commentary, and most importantly, the reporting is top-notch. The special projects and investigative stories are especially impressive. Civil Beat raises the bar for digital news on the local level."

Finalist: “Pacific Business News” Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: “A solid lineup of well-reported business stories delivered via a reader-friendly platform.”
Finalist: “All Hawaii News” Nancy Cook Lauer. All Hawaii News. Judge’s Comment: “This site provides a comprehensive overview of the state's top headlines. A worthwhile daily read.”


I105
Best 1-Person Online News Site/1-Person News Blog
First Place: “All Hawaii News” Nancy Cook Lauer. All Hawaii News. Judge’s Comment: "It's obvious a tremendous amount of work goes into identifying, rounding up and elaborating on the top stories of the day. This site truly is a must-read and a service to the people of Hawaii."


I106
Best 1-Person Online Features Site/1-Person Features Blog

First Place: “Revered master tattooist “Sado” transitions to new canvas” Diane Ako. Hawaii In Real Life.com. Judge’s Comment: "Through thorough reporting, rich details and lots of photos, this site sheds light on compelling topics and people. A great mix of feature stories." 

Finalist: “Tracking Twain” Kim Steutermann Rogers. Kim Rogers. Judge’s Comment:
“Thoughtful writing accompanied by magnificent photography make this blog a must-read. The series tracking Mark Twain's time in Hawaii was particularly compelling.” 

M101
Business Reporting

First Place: “Ardent Spirits” David Thompson. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: "Mr. Thompson clearly understands the craft distilling industry in Hawai'i, and his reporting is deep and contextual. But what really makes this piece is the engaging writing. It was a joy to read, especially the kicker."
Finalist: “Squeezed, May 2016” Don Wallace. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "A solid examination of the paradoxical residential development patterns in Honolulu. This piece raised more questions than provided answers, but sometimes that's the goal with a complex topic. "


Finalist: “All Work and No Job” Lavonne Leong. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: "Leong does a nice job explaining the benefits and drawbacks of the Gig Economy, and this piece excels at showing readers some diverse examples of the people behind this trend. " 

M102
Industry or Trade Reporting

First Place: “Bittersweet Harvest” Paul Wood. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: “This tells an important and compelling story. The writing -- including in the too-often-ignored photo cutlines -- is strong and evocative. This is a fair and nuanced story about an industry that defined a place and affected multiple generations. The photographs are moving and perfectly executed. Well done!” 

Finalist: “Farm Fresh, August 2016” Catherine Toth Fox. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "Great feature-story idea! Well written, and a great selection of story subjects. Beautiful photos, and excellent font choice, too."

Finalist: “How to Build a High-end High-rise” Dennis Hollier. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “Terrific and eye-opening article that gives an insider's view of high-rise construction. Great design and layout, and excellent use of sidebars to convey important but ancillary detail."


Category Comments: “All the entries in this category were very strong. Thank you for allowing me to participate!”
M103
Profile

First Place: “From Mic to Mac Nuts” Michael Shapiro. Hana Hou!
Judge’s Comment: “I listed to Neal Conan for years on NPR and never knew how fascinating he is until I read this excellent profile. What could have been a routine snapshot of the second act of a radio personality is instead a compelling portrait of how two survivors have built a life together — one that presents new challenges for them to overcome every day.”
Finalist: “Living Paycheck to Paycheck” LiAnne Yu. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: "Excellent use of brief but effective personal profiles to illustrate the economic issues that keep working-class Hawaiians from getting ahead. Going into the specifics of the earning and spending lives of real people brings the issues of minimum wage jobs, affordable housing access, public transportation issues, and overall cost of living into focus. Specific to Hawaii but these stories would resonate across the country as well. "

Finalist: “Crossing the River” Kelli Gratz, John Hook. Nella Media Group. Judge’s Comment: "Talk about an epic story — the detail of how one restaurant owner got her start in the food business launches a story of political upheaval, refugees in flight, unfathomable loss, and new beginnings. " 

M104
Feature Writing/Short Form
First Place: “From Waikiki to Eternity" Matthew Dekneef, Christine Hitt. HAWAI'I Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "From the descriptive details to the engaging cadence, this piece pulls the reader in for a lovely ride."

Finalist: “Honolulu is Burning” Sonny Ganaden, Jonas Maon. Nella Media Group. Judge’s Comment: “The mix of history and flamboyance in the writing succinctly captures the essence of the topic. 

Finalist: “Lanai's Little Lions" Tiffany Hill, Christine Hitt, Matthew Dekneef. HAWAI'I Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “Nicely captures a unique subculture.”
M105
Feature Writing/Long Form

First Place: “Shark! February 2016" Don Wallace. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "The amount of information in this feature was amazing; everything from an anecdotal story to scientific knowledge, comments from both sides of the issue, etc. Great use of sidebars. The information was pertinent to the story without disrupting the flow of the main piece. "

Finalist: “Who We Are”
Lavonne Leong. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: "As a mainlander, my image of Hawaii is whatever popular media chooses to show. This infographic, which blows all other infographics I've seen out of the water, shows the diversity of Hawaii in all walks of life."


Finalist: “All Work and No Job” Lavonne Leong. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “So interesting! A great mix of facts and statistics with actual people to paint the picture.”



M106
Body of Work- Single Writer

First Place: “Shannon Wianecki” Shannon Wianecki. Shannon Wianecki. Judge’s Comment: “Incredible research and compelling prose combined to take these deep dives far beyond the surface of the natural and cultural worlds of the state. A master storyteller at work.”
Finalist: "Life of the Party, The Staff of Life, Fight or Flight, Against the Wind" Sonny Ganaden, John Hook, Jonathan Canlas, Megan Spelman, Christa Wittmier. Nella Media Group. Judge’s Comment: "An unforgettable blogger becomes a symbol for a city's nightlife, a tight-knit Mormon community channels pride and passion into football, birds and climate change, cows and sustainable local foodways — all stories that require a knack for making connections beyond the obvious to really soar." 

Finalist: “Don Wallace - HONOLULU Magazine 2016” Don Wallace. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “Stories so carefully written they appear effortless, no matter the topic — a writer’s greatest trick to pull off. “


M107
Overall Page Design
First Place: "HONOLULU Magazines, October and December 2016 issues" Kelsey Ige, Kristin Lipman, Stephen Guzman, Erica Kunihisa, Gary Saito" Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "Publication is lots of fun to look at, lots of eye candy in the details, with much to draw attention and pull the reader into the stories. Much attention is paid to how photos are shot, which allows all the elements in the package to help tell the story. " 

Finalist: "Hana Hou! 19.3, 19.4, 19.6" Michael Shapiro, Kunio Hayashi, Matt Mallams, Samuel Lee. Hana Hou! Judge’s Comment: "Photography is the greatest design strength of this publication, coupled with smart use of the photos that respects the power of the images. The lead page of each package is always eye-catching, with exceptional use of typography. " 

Finalist: "March, May, September" Warren Daubert, Jen Tadaki Catanzariti, Janelle Kalawe-Ching, Mary Pigao, Lilian Cheng. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “Subject matter in this publication seldom lends itself to easy illustration, thus many of the designs reflect great creativity, very smart use of typography and line graphics to tell the stories. “ 

M108
Best Single Feature Layout
First Place: “Shark! February 2016" Kristin Lipman. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: "Built on an elegant grid and using clean photo treatments, the story shines. What sets it apart is how multiple layers of information are masterfully handled. The story is packed with details, but never feels overwhelming."

Finalist: “How to Build a High-end High-rise”
Warren Daubert. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: "Innovative art direction, with 3D printing playing a role in the typography. Bold risk taking with turning the cover page orientation. Layered, impactful and consistent typography. Compelling photography and photo editing for a subject that could have been very flat visually."

Finalist: “Cheap Eats! October 2016" Kristin Lipman. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “Fun photography and clear art direction. Well-layered information and a clean grid. An overall energy that matches the subject.”



M109
Magazine Cover
First Place: “The Islands Are Calling” Cody Kawamoto, Christine Hitt, Matthew Dekneef. HAWAI'I Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “The simplicity and cleanliness of this cover draws the readers eye into the luminous landscapes of Hawaii. The quiet type nestled perfectly in the sand demonstrates the designers eye for spatial placement and typography skills.”
Finalist: “Honolulu Magazine June 2016”
Kristin Lipman. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “Yum! This cover makes the reader what to find this dish and others like it. The typography is eye-catching yet not overwhelming.” 

Finalist: “Honolulu Magazine October 2016” Kristin Lipman
. Honolulu Magazine. Judge’s Comment: “The bright colors in this cover incite energy and make the reader want to open it up and read more.”


Category Comments: "There were so many well designed covers in this category, it was very tough to choose just three winners. Great job to all who participated in this category and keep up the great design work!"

N101
Business Reporting

First Place: “What it means to climb the housing market ladder” Katie Murar. Pacific Business. Judge’s Comment: "A creative approach to explaining the different sub-markets within the local housing market, and how issues in one subset affect the rungs above and below."


Finalist: “HAMMERED: Record high construction costs slam Honolulu” Duane Shimogawa. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment:
“Solid examination of construction costs with lots of sourcing from the local players in the industry.”

Finalist: “Tapped out John Burnett. Hawaii Tribune-Herald
. Judge’s Comment: "Interesting subject matter. ""It's called the tap"" was a line too good to be so low in the story."

N102
News Page Design

First Place: "A1 Dec 7, 2016" Nathan Christophel. Hawaii Tribune-Herald. Judge’s Comment: "Great photo display on an important anniversary for Hawaii, the country and the world. Headlines and grid are clean and simple. No tricks needed, no tricks used."

Finalist: “Why One Rock and Par Pacific are Betting Millions on Fossil Fuels” Bethany Bickley. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: “Nice illustration. This entry is supported by some really clean inside pages that echo the cover typography and use nice graphics and photo displays to aid in the storytelling.”

Finalist: “Startup Hiccup” Bethany Bickley. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: "A solid entry with a nice illo and clean inside pages, bested slightly by the Pacific Business News' other entry in the category."



ND101
General News/Enterprise Reporting
First Place: “Maui's Future After Sugar” Kathleen Gallagher. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: "The clear winner in the category. Obviously a huge story in this community, and the author and her team should be commended for committing the resources necessary to create such an extensive package with a tight turnaround. Strong writing, good sourcing, informed questions, and great supporting features such as the timeline, By the Numbers, pull quotes and photos. "


Finalist: “Molokai Ferry Shutdown” Catherine Cluett Pactol. Molokai Dispatch. Judge’s Comment: "Important story that frames how economics can impact a community.  The author doesn't belabor the negative impact of losing ferry service; instead, she trusts readers to intuitively understand what's at stake for their community. I found myself yearning for a few more sources and additional context — perhaps looking at how this local story fits into larger transportation issues. (Maybe a follow-up?) Still, nice job."

Finalist: “How To Do Charitable Giving” Anna Hrushka. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: "A good overview that identifies where deeper conversations between donors and non-profit organizations should begin. The package might have benefited from a few more probing questions, but it raises key points and serves as a useful package for those involved in philanthropy. "

ND102
Feature Writing

First Place: “A Bird in the Hand: Volunteers band shearwater seabirds” Catherine Cluett Pactol. Molokai Dispatch. Judge’s Comment: "Informative and interesting story. The birds are fascinating, and the writer captures that excitement and mystery. Good pace, nice use of quotes, and incisive narrative choices — as I read, the questions that popped into my mind were addressed right down the line. Memorable piece."


Finalist: "Koloa, the Piko of Hawai‘i’s Sugar Era" Léo Azambuja. For Kauai. Judge’s Comment: "Well written exploration of a bygone way of life that lives on through its stories. The author neatly lays in a nice level of detail throughout the two pieces that comprise this feature, and his reverence for this cultural history is evident — without resorting to sentimentality. The story made me want to know more about this history."

Finalist: “HPR's Future Sounds Good" Lorin Eleni Gill, Tina Yuen. Pacific Business News. Judge’s Comment: "Clever idea with a fun photo shoot. Taking the Q&A approach, with two interviewees, cuts into the level of personal detail that can be included, and I found myself wanting to know more about the individuals. But the conversation does provide insights into their business minds and gives readers an idea of what the future might look like for Hawaii Public Radio. "



ND103
Community Reporting

First Place: “Festival of Lights — 20 Years Brightening Christmas on Kaua‘i” Léo Azambuja. For Kauai. Judge’s Comment:
“This is a nice feature story that connects the current festival to the history of its origins.”


Finalist: “Kaunakakai Brownfield Cleanup” Catherine Cluett Pactol. Molokai Dispatch.





R101
General News/Enterprise Reporting

First Place: “End of Sugar in Hawaii” Molly Solomon. Hawaii Public Radio.

Finalist: “Ancient Hawaiian Farmers Offer Lessons in Sustainability” Heidi Chang, Faith Lapidus. Voice of America.
Finalist: “Pearl Harbor Surprise Attack 75th Anniversary” Wayne Yoshioka. Hawaii Public Radio.

Category Comments: "Three worthy entries in this category. All were superlative in their use of sound and editing technique. A real pleasure to hear these entries still manage to use great journalism, and great broadcasting to tell their respective stories."

R102
Feature Reporting
First Place: “ ‘Moana’ Making Waves Around Globe” Heidi Chang, Faith Lapidus. Voice of America. Judge’s Comment: “Superlative use of sound and editing.”
Finalist: “Down The Rabbit Hole And Back: One Teen's Fall Into Homelessness” Molly Solomon.
Hawaii Public Radio. Judge’s Comment: “Exposes a story to much more public scrutiny.” 

Finalist: “Historic Visit to the USS Arizona Memorial by Japan's Prime Minister” Wayne Yoshioka. Hawaii Public Radio. Judge’s Comment: “Reports history in the making as well as I have heard.


Category Comments: “This category was difficult because all entries were very well-produced. Consistently high quantity across the board here.”
S101 Student News Reporting in Any Media

First Place: “Discouraging swimmers away from dolphins” Claire Lawlor, Evangeline Cook, Victoria Cuba, Stephanie Kim. University of Hawaii. Judge’s Comment: "This is a well-reported piece of news about the impact of government regulation on a local business, told through multiple perspectives. Moreover, it uses a variety of media forms to tell the story in a way that grabs and keeps the reader's attention. Great job." 

Finalist: “Fatal crash” Dillon Ancheta, Arthel Lizada, Gabe Estevez. University of Hawaii. Judge’s Comment: "An important story about a public safety issue, including perspectives on what local government is doing to try to address some of the safety issues. The multiple media used tell different parts of the story that complement one another."

Finalist: “Storm Warning” Noelle Fujii. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “This is an important story that explains an important and somewhat complicated issue of public safety in ways that are easily understood by most readers. Nice work.”
S102
Student Feature Reporting in Any Media
First Place: “As the last ball bounces” Christian Shimabuku, Keon Diego, Gabe Estevez. University of Hawaii. Judge’s Comment: “This tells a compelling local story through a variety of perspectives in a variety of media. The lead and the nut graf pull readers into the story and keep them reading.”
Finalist: “Hawaii Loves Horses” Noelle Fujii. Hawaii Business. Judge’s Comment: “This is a well-reported story that shows a somewhat hidden side of the challenges Hawaiian equestrians face. 


Finalist: “Choosing to be houseless” Ieva Bytautaite. University of Hawaii. Judge’s Comment: “The descriptive writing really make this piece outstanding. The various media used in this piece add additional storytelling layers. Good job.”


T101
Government Reporting

First Place: “EMS Closures” Alex Cerball. KHON2. Judge’s Comment: "Reporter Alex Cerball asked some tough questions on a story with great impact on the community. She pressed the EMS Director for answers but unfortunately the mayor's office refused to grant an interview.  Would like to have heard from others including EMS workers or patients. I hope Alex continues to work on this story, because there are a lot of questions yet to be answered.  

Why can't they just hire more EMS workers? They saved a million dollars with the 12 hour work rule. "

Category Comment: “Would love to have seen more entries in this category.” 
T102
Business Reporting

First Place: “Final Harvest for Hawaii's Last Sugar Mill” Lisa Kubota, Aaron Brooks. Hawaii News Now. Judge’s Comment: “Great story. Love the use of historical photos. Good explanation of the changes that led to the mill's last days. Good use of an expert for historical context.” 

Finalist: “Businesses reach out for help amid another flood disaster” Kristine Uyeno. KHON2.


Finalist: “Kakaako Food Pantry Forced to Close” Alex Cerball. KHON2.
T103
General News/Enterprise Reporting
First Place: “Emotional families lose everything to flooding” Manolo Morales, Greg Lau, Ben Silva, Jennifer Brink. KHON2. Judge’s Comment: “Outstanding storytelling. Reporter Morales captured the heartbreak of one family who lost nearly everything in the storm while they struggle to rebuild their lives. He and his photographer put the viewer right in the middle of the mess and made us feel their suffering. Great job!”
Finalist: "Family outraged, demands answers from school after 5-year-old walks off campus" Sara Mattison. KHON2. Judge’s Comment: "Nothing scares a parent more than the fear of losing a child, and reporter Mattison captured some of that anxiety in this report. Allowing the mother to express her fear, and showing the busy street the little boy crossed on his way home was insightful. She did the right thing by trying to get school officials to explain what happened.  They have a lot to answer for.  Glad she is going to follow up on this report."


Finalist: “UH Hilo student frustrated by slow response to dorm’s hot water problems” Brigette Namata. KHON2. Judge’s Comment: “Interesting story that viewers can relate to; not getting what you pay for and not getting the response you expect.” 


T104
Feature Reporting
First Place: “No Room In Paradise - a journey through the worst homeless crisis in America” Anthony Aalto, Mike Hinchey, Gopinatha Duran, Rick Blangiardi. Green Island Films. Judge’s Comment: "Incredible. This film shows the power of great storytelling and outstanding images. It is compelling and emotional and, most of all, informative. Kudos to everyone who worked on this project. "


Finalist: “Big wave surfing legend Clyde Aikau proves age is just a number” Ron Mizutani. KHON2. Judge’s Comment: “A nice idea to honor a legend of the local surf scene. Good sound bites.  Wish we could have seen video of him in the water instead of just photos. What a character.” 
Category Comment: "This category was nearly impossible to judge fairly. It compares a 90-minute documentary that the entrants said took 2 years to complete, with a 2 minute daily feature story for broadcast on a local newscast.  Talk about David and Goliath. Is there no Documentary category in your local SPJ contest?  I was instructed to judge the ‘trailer’ to the film as the entry.  So, I did.  "

T105
Spot News Reporting 
First Place: “More than 30 dogs rescued in animal cruelty investigation in Kahaluu” Alex Cerball. KHON2

T106
Investigative Reporting

First Place: "HPD Chief Louis Kealoha and wife break silence on ethics, corruption allegations" Gina Mangieri, Justin Kanno, Jennifer Brink. KHON2. Judge’s Comment: “Nice job landing the chief. The reporter did a great job in firing questions and trying to keep them accountable on things. Well done on what is a visually challenged story.
"

Finalist: “DOE sex assault cover ups” Rick Daysog. Hawaii News Now. Judge’s Comment: “The reporter took a visually poor story and turned it interesting.”
Finalist: “No Room In Paradise - a journey through the worst homeless crisis in America” Anthony Aalto, Mike Hinchey, Gopinatha Duran, Rick Blangiardi. Green Island Films. Judge’s Comment: “This was a trailer. Was very disappointed in not seeing the full product.” 

T107
Videography

First Place: “No Room In Paradise - a journey through the worst homeless crisis in America” Mike Hinchey. Green Island Films. Judge’s Comment: “It is well shot. Good use of various tools to tell the story. Good use of sound. I would have liked to have seen the entire project to give a better judgement thank just 90 seconds.”


T108
Series Reporting/Documentary/Special News

First Place: “Facing Our Mortality” Leslie Wilcox, Daryl Huff, Britt Young, Joy Chong, Emilie Howlett. PBS Hawaii. Judge’s Comment:
"What an important conversation with such brave individuals. I looked up how they are doing and was saddened to see Daniel and Kirk, as well as Jimmy, had passed away. Despite it just being ‘talking heads’ for an hour, it was compelling." 

Finalist: “No Room In Paradise - a journey through the worst homeless crisis in America” Anthony Aalto, Mike Hinchey, Gopinatha Duran, Rick Blangiardi. Green Island Films. Judge’s Comment: "Beautifully shot and edited. If you weren't up against Daniel and Kirk, you'd be first place."

Finalist: “Being Muslim in Hawaii” Leslie Wilcox, Mahealani Richardson, Britt Young, Joy Chong, Emilie Howlett. PBS Hawaii. Judge’s Comment: "An interesting conversation with folks who, unfortunately, otherwise don't always have a voice."
 
Local Judges of the Louisville Contest

Honolulu Star-Advertiser Managing Editors Betty Shimabukuro and Mike Rovner judged the Hawaii Magazine Overall Design category. Here are the judges of the Louisville contest:

Environment Hawai'i: Teresa Dawson, Pat Tummons

Hawaii News Now: Jobeth Devera, Scott Humber, Mahealani Richardson, Brenda Salgado

Hawaii Public Radio: Bill Dorman

KHON2: Mokihana Aki, Linda Dela Cruz, Rob Demello, Jennifer Humphrey, Ben Silva, Marisa Yamane

Pacific Business News: Janis Magin, Kam Napier

PacificBasin Communications: Robbie Dingeman, Catherine Toth Fox, Kelsey Ige, Daniel Ito, Anne Lee, Lavonne Leong, Kristin Lipman, Christi Young

Honolulu Civil Beat: Patti Epler, Nick Grube, Rui Kaneya, Jessica Terrell
Honolulu Star-Advertiser: Sjarif Goldstein, Martha Hernandez, Nanea Kalani, Stirling Morita, Dennis Oda, Charlene Robinson, Christie Wilson, Lucy Young Oda

University of Hawaii: Julien Gorbach, Brett Oppegaard

West Hawaii Today: Nancy Cook Lauer

