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The Shield Law provides legal protection in the form of a

privilege to journalists seeking to maintain the confidential-

ity of an unnamed source or unpublished information

obtained in the course of newsgathering.

¢ Protects from judicial, legislative, administrative or any
other body with power to force disclosure of confidential
source or information that could lead to source’s identity.

« Protects any information gathered by a journalist but not
published or broadcast, even if it is not confidential.
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¢ Scope of protection: No disclosure unless source is
material to investigation, prosecution, or defense of
felony or civil action of defamation, and is otherwise
unavailable through other sources, non-cumulative, and
relevant.

¢ Exceptions: (1) Probable cause that person claiming
privilege committed a crime (2) Person claiming privilege
observes commission of crime (3) Information critical to
prevent “serious harm” to life and public safety.

¢ Law expires June 30, 2011.
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